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. Inf. Carlos F. Cuevas 4th Edition.Israel, Lebanon and the former U.S. intelligence chief James Clapper
are among 50 nations who voted against a U.N. General Assembly resolution condemning Israeli

settlements in the West Bank and East Jerusalem. The United States abstained from Monday’s vote. In a
statement, the U.S. Mission to the United Nations said it was against the resolution because it casts

“blame” for Middle East peace. It said the United States “strongly supports” negotiations for a two-state
solution to the conflict. The resolution would have targeted Israel for what it calls “persistent violations”
of international law. Get The Times of Israel's Daily Edition by email and never miss our top stories Free
Sign Up Netanyahu accused the U.N. of anti-Israel bias for passing the measure. “I will always fight to
defend the borders of the State of Israel,” he said. “But this resolution is fundamentally biased against
us. It takes sides with the Palestinian Authority against Israel.” The United States is among the only two

countries that have never recognized Jerusalem as Israel’s capital, citing concerns over how it would
change the status of the holy city for Jews, Muslims and Christians. Israel captured the area in a 1967
war and has annexed it. Israel’s Ambassador to the United Nations Danny Danon called the resolution

“shameful” and said its adoption threatens Israel’s security. He said the United States and other
countries that abstained are “complicit” in Palestinian incitement against Israel. In a series of tweets,
Danon praised Israel’s embassy in Jerusalem. He also expressed “sorrow” over the deterioration of

U.S.-Israeli relations. Get The Times of Israel's Daily Edition by email and never miss our top stories Free
Sign Up “I am saddened by the fact that the United States chose to abstain from a vote at the UN, which

took place during President Trump’s time in office and which harms the already strained relations
between Israel and the United States,” he said. “It’s also regrettable that the same American delegation
that voted to condemn Israel at UNESCO in Paris also abstained from the UN vote. “I’ll be looking forward
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