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exposure may impact on the probability of experiencing the outcome. The present work explores this possibility, and it shows that the sensitivity of results to the initial state is primarily dependent on the extent of exposure to the selected outcome. Although our simulation study was not designed to explore any precise mechanism, we can suggest that two processes may play a role. First, exposure to the
initial state may impact on the probability of later exposure to the selected outcome. In the absence of any bias, such a mechanism would tend to increase, or at least maintain, the within-study risk, making the results more conservative. Second, although, in a study with a short follow-up, the exposure to the initial state would be null, the time of the measurement of exposure may impact on the

probability of later experiencing the outcome. As mentioned above, the result of a longitudinal study does not depend on any single type of bias but is influenced by a range of biases acting in different directions. A strength of the simulation study is that it illustrates a situation where the sensitivities are similar to the one considered in most published longitudinal studies. Although the results are
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